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THE LOCAL BRANDS

Three painters compare four Northwest paints
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+ All noted that Devine was
thick and covered well.

THE TEST RESULTS
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+ No significant quality differ-
ences were found between Yolo,
the fone zero-VOC paint, and its
competitors. (Zero-VOC paints
are designed to release no pollu-
tants and be virtually odor-free,)

+ Rodda was consid-
ered thick by
one and a little thin

And the WINNER'S... B
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By Bridget A. Otto
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THOMAS
MURRAY

wifying explanations.
e kes how a company stafls
15 siowes.
Another says his brand stands
behind its products.

A third thinks the paint he uses is
simply higher quality, and he's known
the sture owner for years.

Asked if they coold tell the
difference between paints in a hlind
test, their eyes get & gatnblers” ghnt as
though they cotud. It is, after all, their
profession. Yet all three hedge their
bets.

High-end paints, which start at
about 323 per gallon, are pretty sunilar,
they basically agree,

Thus they stay with brands {or
reasons that go beyond how the paint

a Benjamin Moore from a Sherwin-
Williams? Is one beter than the other?
In a linmited way, we set out (o see.
We tesied paints from the two big
Norhwest manufaciurers, Miller and

Rodda.

In the quasi-controlled environment
of the newspuper’s cispenter shop,
three painters wore faced with four
identical paint trays, ezach lilled with a
different interior latex paint: two
manufactured by Miller and bwo hy
Redda. The paimters did not know
which paints were in the test; they
warked alune so as not (o be
influenced by cach uther’s comments.
All rolled paint unto primed drywall.

Silence ensued as each prainter tricd
1o discern the differeuce benween

developed by Gretchen Schawfier of
Lake Oswegn. Rodda mannfaciiines
Yolo. which is a nuntoxic zerm- V00
(volatile organic compound} i
developed by Portlanders fanple: Lo
and Virginia Young. Both are
considered specialty paints crested
with a palette of colors that work wedl
inn Northwest light.

The paint was linted yellow —
Rodda No. 7944 (Tigger’ Tail) — and
made in each commpany’s satin sheen

The results will nint rock ihe paint
makers’ worlds. No H& shaffi wili be
sent scurmying 1o reformnulne this g
rejigger that. Thae tesi wad enidighlendng,
however, for the hameowner whi ey
rotl patint on onae svery couple of
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sk Lhree painters what paint they loacks on a reller and covers a wall. Miller Premium, Devine, Rodda Master by anothe[
prefer and why, and you'll get But what about thi: homeowner who Painter and Yolo Colorhouse. Miller
theee different answers and doesn't know a Miller from a Rodda or manufactures Devine, which was + Two of three

+ Yolo was consid-

¢ Miller was thought

painters thought the
finish, which was
satin on all, was
eqqshell,

ered thick by two
and thin by one.

to be Devine by one.

+ All painters thought

the paints were extremely

similar and of good quality.

Despite decades of experience among them, three
professional painters could not determine which
paint was which in side-by-side blind testing of
interior latex paints. All agreed that when buying
paint, you should steer clear of the cheap stuff;
you'll only pay for it in labor.




TIPS FROM RICH LARRANCE

+ Don't paint out of a pan. Get a 5-gallon bucket
and pour all but an inch of your gallon of paint into
the bucket. Save this bottom inch of paint for your
trim work. Paint settles even on the ride home from
the store, he says, and this bottom layer has the

FROM PAGE 14
) ¢ Slide a grate (sold 3
years, if not for the professional at all paint stores) L
who does it every day' into the 5-gallon £
The independent experts — bucket. Run the roller
Jon Bake, Rich Larran d dpand dowr] thg
» Cean grate, touching just
Thomas Murray, who each own the surface of the . -
their own businesses — brought paint each time. ! e ‘?. ‘
decades of painting experience When the rollacis.full ST !
run it quickly down 3 e
and know-how to the test. They & s o
) the grate one last . o
smelled each paint, dipped their time fo let excess ;:;gi%ﬂ"
fingers in, and looked at the paint spin off into the g
painted drywall with the bucket.
intensity of a diamond broker ¢ Properly loaded,
checking for inclusions and Larrance says, the
Gais paint will not drip or
splatter off the roller N
They found a few things they - as long as you don't ' AL
especially liked and pointed out go "0 miles an Wy
a few things they didn't. But hour. SALER BATE
overall, as Bake says, “This is  For the trim, pour
dogeone apok ” the remaining inch of
,;_gﬁ \ Ppies 10:apples hef'e paint from the paint
= painers say coverage:s can into a 2-gallon
the most important quality of a bucket. (A coffee can
paint. The true test of a paint, works.) Dip just thFEﬁ'
Murray says, is how it : quarters of the brusl
ot coy ¢ Ty'ts1a t sai dv ;Hc;vem n into the paint. Think
ak g i like an artist, - X
almost always apply two coats, Larrance says. Don't ==
Bake, who uses mostly Miller, load one side and.
says he’s experimented with “one scrape the other side
far.coar but two:al ks clean on the side of
HIRL TG alNEys 00 the bucket. Load the Iy v —
betuter. brush equally by THE PROPER LOAD
Larrance, who uses Benjamin gently‘dabbing itinto
Moore, agrees. “The second coat “;F paint and flicking
is the secret to getting the true SRR, FROESS
clr e sy e poivsier
. ) n G
M'lhollgh pamal- to Sherwin- off in the long run.
Williams, Murray likes the  When you're
koverage Devine gives < through for the day,
Itis expensive,” he says, “but don't end the job in
people forget how much time is the middle of a wall.
involved. Better coverage saves Always end in a o
ou labor.” corner to avoid !
¥ o start/stop lines.
That's not to say that people
should buy only very expensive WHAT THEY COST
paints. For interiors, Larrance The paintsinthetest ¥, o oumrmeroe]

thinks a good-quality paint that

most pigment in it.

were comparably

runs about $20 is fine. Just don't Eﬂf.ﬁ?;ﬁ'ﬂ,i’s $23.45
buy cheap paint, he says. a gallon; Rodda

“There is no benefit,” Murray
says. “Any savings will be
instantly eaten up by labor.” ¢

Bridget A, Otto: 503-221-8527-
bridgetotio®news.oregonian.com

Hide, $23.49; Devine,
$36.45; and Yolo, $33.
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